
Cosumnes River Floodplain Acquisitions and Management -
I. Executive Summary

a. Project title: Cosum~es River Floodplain Acquisitions and Management

Applicants: The Nature Conservancy and the Califorma Wildlife Conservation Board

b. Project description and primary biological/ecological objectives
The project proposes a block grant totaling $20,670,000 for acquisition and enhancement of
appro.’dmately 11,000 acres of fisheries, riparian, and wetland habitats along the lower Cosumnes
River floodplain and adjace~,t Delta lands.

The primary use of the requested funds will be for the acquisition, initial restoration, and
conservation stewardship of properties rich in actual or potential habitat value and important to
the long-term health of this part of’the Bay-Delta ecosystem. The appticants propose to buy some
properties outright and add them to the Cosumnes River Preserve, and to acquire conservation
easement interests in others.

Additional funds are requested for initial restoration and stewardship activities and for a
proportional contribution to the Cosunmes River Preserve’s endowment to assist with long-term
management costs.

The primary biologicaUecologieal objectives of this proposal are to:
¯protect existing riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats and associated species.
¯reestablish riparian, wetland, and aquatic habitats through restoration of natural processes

and expansion of the floodplain.
¯ facilitate population expansion of species associated with the Cosumnes, particularly

eastside tributary fal!-mn salmon, splittail, sandhfll cranes, neotropical migrant bird
species, and waterfowl.

c. Approach/tasks/schedule
The proposed approach is to acquire fee or easement interests from willing sellers on properties
that are contiguous to the Cosumnes River Preserve, have high habitat values, and/or offer
conservation managers excellent opportunities to expand the floodway and restore the riparian
corridor of the lower Cosumnes River.

The project will complete the acquisition of key properties currently under option to The Nature
Conservancy and secure co~ervation easements or options on additional high-priority parcels.
Imtial restoration,,stewardship, and management activities will be initiated as properties are
acquired. New breaching of levees within the floodplain is not a part of this project; however, the
successful completion of this project is a requirement for that restoration action to occur. We
expect to complete the program proposed here within two years. The project will submit
quarterly financial and programmatic reports to CALFED.

vL Justijqcation for project
The land acquisitions and conservation management activities proposed here will protect and
expand tidal wetlands, seasonally flooded wetlands, the riparian corridor, perennial grasslands
and t’armland o~high habitat value. This proposal addresses at least seven priority, stressors and
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